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California Healthy Start
Seed Funding to Build Partnerships for Student Success

California Healthy Start
History / Intent

The E!cacy of California Healthy Start
Expansion Beyond Initial Healthy Start Sites 
and Funding Leveraged Through Partnerships
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Table 1: Healthy Start Seed Funding: Impact and Leveraging
Name of Partnership Local Education 

Agency (LEA)
1st Year Healthy Start 
Grant Awarded 
(total years in operation)

# School Sites in 
LEA that Received 
Healthy Start Grant 
Funding
(# school sites served 
by partnership in 
2010)

Leveraging 
Ratio

Community Agencies for 
Caring Connections

Bell!ower USD 1992 (19 yrs) 5 (15) 1:16

Youth and Family Resource 
Centers

Sacramento City USD 1992 (19 yrs) 14 (19) 1:6

Lake County Healthy Start Lake County O#ce of 
Education

1994 (17 yrs) 9 (20) 1:3

Redwood City Community 
Schools

Redwood City SD 1995 (16 yrs) 4 (12) 1:17

Family Solutions Collaborative / 
Montclair Community
Collaborative

Ontario-Montclair SD 
and City of Montclair

1997  (14 yrs) 12 (32) 1:3

Julian Pathways Center for 
Family, Schools and
Community

Julian USD 1999 (12 yrs) 1 (2) 1:9

Notes: 
The "rst column identi"es the Healthy Start grant recipients being showcased, and the second column identi"es the LEA 
(school district) served by that partnership. 

Column 3 of the matrix indicates the "rst year the LEA was awarded a Healthy Start grant, followed by the approximate num-
ber of years the partnership has been in existence (in parentheses). 

The "rst number in Column 4 shows the total number of school sites within the LEA that were awarded a Healthy Start grant 
and the second (in parentheses) indicates the total number of school sites currently involved in the partnership, i.e., the 
expansion of the e$ort beyond the original Healthy Start grant(s). For instance, between 1992 and 2011, Bell!ower Uni"ed 
School District drew upon Healthy Start seed funding to provide learning support services at "ve of its school sites. Today, the 
partnership, Community Agencies for Caring Connections, provides learning supports to 15 of the district’s school sites.  

The "nal column is based on information provided by the partnerships and provides a ratio that shows the estimated value 
of leveraged services. See  Appendices A and B for more detailed information about how the ratios of education funding to 
other sources were calculated.
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A Closer Look at the Six Showcased 
Partnerships 

Bell!ower Uni"ed School District / 
Caring Connections

Sacramento City Uni"ed School District

Lake County O#ce of Education / 
Lake County Healthy Start

1 Investments from a school district’s general fund or 
special education and other categorical education funds 
directed to LEAs via a standing formula were counted as 
education funds.

Redwood City School District / 
Redwood City Community Schools Initiative

Ontario-Montclair School District / 
The Family Solutions and
Montclair Community Collaboratives
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Julian Union School District / 
Julian Pathways Center For Family, Schools and 
Community

Improving Educational Outcomes
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Table 2: Program Level Data Collection and Outcomes
Program Type(s) of data collected and examples of outcomes
SCUSD Youth and 
Family Resource 
Centers

Academic and youth development data links presence of social/emotional support to aca-
demic achievement:
• Over 77% (N=705) of students at high risk of academic failure referred by teachers main-

tained or improved Math and English scores on the California Standards Test (CST).

• Of students referred for academic challenges who were functioning below basic pro"cien-
cy in English or math, 33% improved their language skills and 27% increased their level of 
Math pro"ciency. 

• Of those referred for behavioral challenges who were functioning below basic pro"ciency 
in math (N=355) or English (N=394), 30% increased their level of math pro"ciency and 
28% improved their language skills. 

Redwood City
Community Schools

Program participation data linked to positive academic outcomes:
• Taft Elementary school participants had higher CST pro"ciency rates in both math and ELA 

in 2007-08 than nonparticipants.

• Students participating in community school programs over two years, particularly those 
with parents who participated in both years, had signi"cantly high gains on the speaking 
and writing subtests of the CELDT.

• Community school program participants had higher attendance rates.
Family Solutions
Collaborative / 
Montclair Community 
Collaborative

Links program participation to positive academic and youth development outcomes including 
increased school attendance, increased access to learning supports and services, and im-
proved mental health outcomes.
• Overall the District Academic Performance Indicator (API) has increased from 559 in 2001 

to 740 in 2010.

• Students served by intensive case management services in 2008-09 attended school on 
average 3.3 more days than before the intervention (N=380). Students served by coun-
seling program in 2008-09 attended school on average 2.2 more days than before the 
intervention (N=729).

• Families served through Case Management services in 2008-09 exhibited 24% improve-
ment in parenting skills, 17% improvement in employment and income, 13% improve-
ment in mental health, 19% increase in access to community supports, and 13% improve-
ment in access to basic needs support.

• 64.9% of students served by Counseling program showed signi"cant improvement in 
mental health outcomes.

Julian Pathways
Center for Family, 
Schools and
Community

Links social/emotional support to academic and youth development outcomes:
• Overall, the District Academic Performance Indicator (API) has increased from 731 in 1999 

to 825 in 2010. API increased in 2010 for three subgroups: socioencomically disadvan-
taged, Latino or Hispanic students, and English learners.

• Disciplinary measures have decreased by 45% in the past three years.



California Healthy Start:  Seed Funding to Build Partnerships for Student Success 6

Recommendations

Grant Program Providing Seed Funding

Children’s Cabinet / Council – Improved 
Interagency Partnering at the State Level

California Department of Education / Guidance 
Around Best Practices

Conclusion
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 Appendix A

‘Education’ / ‘Other Sources’ Leveraging Ratios:  
How They Were Calculated



Appendix A A-2

Table 3: Matrix of Typical Education Funding and Leveraged Funding Streams
Education Funding Leveraged Funding

School-based, but generated by leveraging activities or 
applying for grants

District general fund MAA (Medi-Cal Administrative Activities)
Title I LEA Medi-Cal Billing Option
AB 825 Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant 
(TIIG)

Grants from the federal Department of Education

Quality Education Investment Act (QEIA) Safe and Supportive Schools
Economic Impact Aid  (EIA) School Community Violence Prevention
State Compensatory Education (SCE) funds Afterschool ASES
School Safety Consolidated Grant Program) (SCVP) 21st Century Community Learning Centers
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act1

Foster Youth Services
Healthy Start grant – current Funding from community partner, e.g., other 

government entities / county (health and social services)
First Five  (School Readiness, Nuturing Parent program, 
etc.)
Mental Health Services Act
Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment 
(EPSDT)
Di$erential Response (Child Welfare Services)
PAL Program
Community Development Block Grant
City / County Discretionary Funding
Funding provided as in-kind services by partner
agencies
Private donor / foundations

1While McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act funds are technically considered competitive, we understand 
that applications are very rarely denied. Therefore, we treated McKinney Vento funds like a formula-based education funding 
source.
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 Appendix B

Calculating Leveraging Ratios: Detail from 
Each Community

Bell!ower Uni"ed School District / 
Caring Connections

Sacramento City Uni"ed School District (SCUSD)

Lake County O#ce of Education / 
Lake County Healthy Start

Redwood City School District / 
Redwood City Community Schools Initiative

Ontario-Montclair School District / 
The Family Solutions and 
Montclair Community Collaboratives

1 The city and county contribute "scal resources for com-
munity school administration and Redwood City 2020 in-
frastructure.  In addition, the County contributes funding 
from the County Child Welfare Department for services 
through the Di$erential Response program.
2 The Early Mental Health Initiative makes grants available 
to elementary schools for mental health services.
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Julian Union School District / 
Julian Pathways Center For Family, Schools and 
Community
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