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Defining the Problem
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A Brief Review of the Epidemiology

• Key Points
– Trend
– Types of Drugs
– Intentionality of Deaths
– Other observations

• 2016 Data
– 64,000 deaths
– Increases in heroin and 

fentanyl 
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Many Ways to Define the Problem

• Supply: Manufacture
• Supply: Prescribing
• Supply: Illicit Drug Network

• Demand: Medicating Diseases of 
Despair

• Demand: Risk Taking among 
Youth, Others
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Assessing the Evidence



1. Optimizing PDMPs
2. Standardizing Clinical Guidelines
3. Engaging PBMs and Pharmacies
4. Implementing Innovative Engineering    

Strategies
5. Engaging Patients and the Public
6. Improving Surveillance
7. Treating Opioid Use Disorders
8. Improving Naloxone Access and Use
9. Expanding Harm Reduction Strategies
10. Combatting Stigma
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Select Policy Responses
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Current Policy Activity

Federal Proposals
• Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA 2.0)
• Representative Cummings Senator Warren proposal
• Surgeon General’s Advisory on Naloxone

Select State and Local Proposals: Harm Reduction
• Syringe exchange
• Naloxone distribution
• Supervised consumption sites
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A Need for Health Education



Considering Policy Environment

A Challenge: 
Shifting the frame from criminal to medical 

Responding to the Challenge: 
Education and Communication
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1. Optimizing PDMPs
2. Standardizing Clinical Guidelines
3. Engaging PBMs and Pharmacies
4. Implementing Innovative Engineering    

Strategies
5. Engaging Patients and the Public
6. Improving Surveillance
7. Treating Opioid Use Disorders
8. Improving Naloxone Access and Use
9. Expanding Harm Reduction Strategies
10. Combatting Stigma
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